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Civil society in ‘paralysed’ state, urged to stand up 

 

Harare – CIVIL society energies are at their lowest point, and 

there is need for urgent reinvigoration.  

 

Former Finance Minister and current MDC-T Secretary General 

Tendai Biti made the remarks indicating that civil society organi-

sations may need to reenergise their structures at a discussion 

forum held at the SAPES Trust in Harare on Thursday, March 6, 

2014. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I don’t remember a time in Zimbabwe where civil socie-

ty, the trade unions, the traditional NGOs were as para-

lysed as they are,” Hon. Biti, Harare East Member of Par-

liament, said. 

 

Biti highlighted that Zimbabwe had the “weakest” government in 

its 34 years of independence  and that the government is failing 

to improve the lives of ordinary people. 

 

Biti was talking on the future of opposition politics in Zimbabwe, 

barely a month after Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition (CiZC) Acting 

Director Joy Mabenge also called on civil society to reinvigorate 

its structures. 

 

Mabenge said the previous Government of National Unity (GNU) 

also played a role in weakening and demobilising civil society 

which in turn slowed down efforts towards democratising the 

country at a meeting hosted by the Zimbabwe United States 

Alumni Association (ZUSAA) in February . 

“The Global Political Agreement itself had a demobilising 

effect on civil society,” Mabenge said. 

 

Mabenge called upon civil society to shake off partisan politics, or 

“compartmentalisation” into backers of political parties, as a way 

of re-energising its constituency, and playing an effective watch-

dog role in the country. 

 

Biti said the national leadership crisis was being evident in the 

business sector, religious community and academic circles. 

“I don’t remember a time [like now] when there was vir-

tually a vacuum either in business, either in church… 

where we did not have figures that the country would 

look up to,” Biti said. 

“I remember the days of icons like Pius Ncube, the ZCTU 

[Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions] with the likes of 

Morgan Tsvangirai, the likes of Gibson Sibanda, the likes 

of Jeffrey Tandare; a strong student movement, [with] 

the likes of Arthur Mutambara, some of us, and so on. 
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“I don’t remember a time [like now] when the university did not play some kind of influential role.” 

 

Biti said the country was experiencing an economic and governance crisis, which needed a coherent response from the demo-

cratic movement. 

“What worries me is a lack of coherent response to the crisis,” he said. 

“It is important that we actually have a strong democratic opposition, strong civil society, and strong unions.” 

 

Biti called upon civil society and opposition parties to adhere to democratic principles and values in their internal processes. 

“We can’t create movements to champion democracy in the ruling party, and not in our own organisations,” he said. 

“The democratic movement, all of us must go back to basics.  

“And say number one, can we go back to value systems? 

“It’s values that made us run away from the ‘big man’s party’ at the first instance; the culture of corruption, the cul-

ture of violence, the culture of purging, [and] the culture of predatoriness.” 

 

He also said Zanu-PF as a ruling party was at its weakest point in 34 years. 

“You have a serious succession crisis in the ruling party,” Biti said.  

“So the ruling party is at its weakest since independence.” 

 

Biti said the ruling party in its current form could be the weakest authority in the country since 1891. 

 

Political scientist and lecturer at the University of Zimbabwe (UZ), Shakespeare Hamauswa, said the democratic movement 

had to face a difficult choice, akin to which an eagle may face after a long life-journey – to die or go through radical transfor-

mation. 

“When the eagle is about to die it has to either die or go through a painful transformation,” he said. 

“It has to remove the beak and it develops a new beak, it has to remove the feathers and it develops new feathers, it 

will remove the talons. 

“And it can live for another 40 years.” 

 

Hamauswa said the transformation in the democratic movement should not only focus on leadership debates, but even ideo-

logical renewal.  

President Mugabe protects corrupt officials, says former 

Minister 

Masvingo – FORMER Minister of State Enterprises and Parastatals Dr. Gorden Moyo has sensationally said that President Rob-

ert Mugabe protects corrupt government officials. 

 

Speaking at a public discussion forum jointly organised by Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition (CiZC) and Transparency International 

Zimbabwe (TIZ) as part of the public accountability Dialogue series in the southern provincial capital Masvingo on March 6, 

2014, Dr Moyo castigated President Mugabe for shielding his corrupt ministers from prosecution. 
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“In as much as corrupt ministers can’t let go of their 

corrupt parastatal bosses, corrupt Mugabe can’t let 

go of his corrupt ministers,” Moyo said. 

 

Mugabe’s official spokesperson, George Charamba, admitted 

in January his own erring by being involved in drawing of tens 

of thousands of dollars from the Zimbabwe Broadcasting Cor-

poration (ZBC) as a board member. 

 

This was at a time employees went unpaid for over half a year, 

and the institutions had no basic equipment such cameras. 

 

Charamba had immediately indicated he would be ready to be 

fired by his boss, although President Mugabe who has always 

indicated that he does not tolerate corruption did nothing 

beyond talk amid the salacious revelations. 

 

Dr Moyo further said that President Mugabe was always 

aware of the hefty salaries before they burst into the media, 

sensationally adding that the nonagenarian president is not 

guilty of complacency, but complicity. 

“There is nothing novel about what has been exposed 

by the media”, Dr  Moyo said. 

 

Moyo said he had more evidence of corruption than what has 

been reported in the media, adding what has been revealed in 

the past months was a fraction of what is yet to be “excavated 

from the minefield of corruption.” 

 

Moyo said a survey done by his former ministry during the 

Inclusive Government revealed that the average salary for 

parastatal bosses had been US20, 000.00. 

 

Cabinet had recommended the salaries to be lowered to 

US5000.00, but “the outliers were shocking” because they 

were very high; and yet the line ministers did not act allegedly 

because they wanted to protect their appointed heads of par-

astatals. 

 

Dr Moyo said the involvement of military personnel aligned to 

the Zanu-PF party heightened the levels of corruption in para-

statals. 

 

The former minister claimed that 2000 military personnel had 

been seconded to the Grain Marketing Board (GMB) during 

Operation Maguta, and they are allegedly  double dipping. 

He alleged that more soldiers were corruptly benefiting from 

other parastatals and diamond mines allegedly because Zanu-

Pf owed them the election “victory” of 2008. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moyo added that about 70 000 ghost workers allegedly linked 

to Zanu-Pf remained on the government payroll. 

 

He also said that the State Procurement Board was actually 

the most corrupt entity in the country. 

 

Gladys Hatshwayo, the Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition (CiZC) 

Board member and Zimbabwe Civic Education Trust (Zimcet) 

Director who chaired the meeting said citizens must not de-

rive “comic relief” from corruption revelations, but must de-

mand accountability and good governance. 

 

Citizens who attended the meeting said the accountability 

dialogue should be taken to the rural areas, that a commission 

of inquiry should be set up to investigate corrupt entities, and 

that the African Peer Review Mechanism to monitor corrup-

tion under the NEPAD framework must be adhered to in Zim-

babwe. Participants also agreed to take corrupt officials  to 

task by protesting and demanding for their dismissal and pros-

ecution.  

Dr Gorden Moyo 
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Harare – CORRUPTION and fiscal mismanagement in public health facilities limit maternal health services, and the attainment of 

Millennium Development Goals (MGDs) in Zimbabwe ahead of the 2015 deadline. 

 

Zimbabwe Doctors for Human Rights (ZADHR) Board Chairperson Dr. Rutendo Bonde made these remarks ahead of the Interna-

tional Women’s Day commemorations which were held on Saturday, March 8, 2014. 

 

The United Nations’ Day comes under the theme, “Equality for women is progress for all”, and one year before the internation-

al deadline for the attainment of the MDGs crafted in 2000. 

 

MDGs 4 and 5 aim to reduce child and maternal mortality respectively, but Dr. Bonde 

said their attainment was being delayed by poor governance. 

“It is both corruption and weak fiscal management in major public health institu-

tions such as state hospitals and medical aid associations,” Dr. Bonde said. 

“There hasn’t been prioritisation of clients’ access to health care in public medical 

aid associations. 

“The prioritisation is for the preservation of the particular fund and the people who 

are managing the fund.” 

 

Dr. Bonde picked out the emigration of health professionals caused by poor working conditions, and the lack of adequate budg-

etary support to the public health institutions as contributing factors to poor health care for women. 

“When you see high child and maternal mortality, it is evidence of brain-drain and minimum investment,” the ZADHR 

Board chairperson said. 

“We are still relying on donors, and the government’s financial allocations to health have not come up to the Abuja 

Declaration levels of 15% of the national budget. 

“Initiatives that support safe motherhood are not sufficiently supported. 

“We still see high levels of child and maternal mortality especially linked to HIV/Aids. 

 “We are unlikely to reach our MDG target unless there is a significant investment in programs that support maternal 

health.” 

 

Dr. Bonde also cited poverty prevalence among women, and the weak economy for delays and failure by women to access 

health facilities. 

“The levels of delays for women and children to access affordable and quality health care are high,” Dr. Bonde said. 

“The inability to afford out of pocket expenses due to high unemployment levels, especially among women, is reducing 

health-seeking behaviour.”  

Poor governance fuels maternal deaths 

Dr. Bonde  

The Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition is a broad based civil society network of over 72 active members comprising churches, women’s groups, social 

movements, residents associations, labour unions, human rights lawyers, and health professionals. It was formed in August of 2001 to focus on democracy, 

human rights, good governance and sustainable development issues – working locally, regionally and internationally.  


